Neri
353
Neri
kers tethered to posts by the Pantiya monarch (Kali. 132:4-6).
4. Vali (Path/way)
The path trodden by Ay the munificent patron was the righteous way of noble men; he was no trader who did good with an ulterior motive to earn merit for the other world (Puram. 134:2-4). Under a wise king who knew the right way to get revenue, the country would prosper and yield much wealth (Puram. 184:3-5). Warriors engaged only in plundering riches from enemy-territories, hewed long paths through rocky tracts (Pati.l9:l-2). Salt- merchants went from place to place by long pathways, selling the salt carried by them in their carts drawn by sturdy bulls (Peru.65). The minstrels were directed and guided to rest in rocky caves on their way by night and then rise at dawn to proceed on their journey along the right path (Malai.258). The narrow rocky pathway was dangerous to wayfarers, with its sharp gravel-stones, along which the tiger dragged the boar killed by it to sate the hunger of its gravid mate (Akam.72:16-18). The jungle was full of forked ways, where the tiger listened intently to the voice of the stag, as it waited for a suitable prey to feed its mate, the tigress with its litter of three cubs (Akam. 147:7-9). The narrow path lay through hillocks where the male monkeys climbing the venkai trees called out to their tribe (Akam.205:22). The heroine said: "May the wood become lovely with the white fragrant flowers of the nund trees carpeting the red-soiled narrow pathways, so that my lord may rest under its shade before resuming his journey" (Akam.345:17). The heroine said to her maid: "Like the calves looking towards the village- common for their dams that had left for pasture along many paths in the morning, I
suffer as I await the return of my lord from a far country" (Kuru.64:l-2). Billows wiped off the tracks made by the bent-legged crabs with their sharp claws on the wet sandy beach (Kuru.351:2-4). The maid said to the- hero: "Lord! After you had come, unmindful of the hazards on the narrow rocky pathway overgrown with bamboo, and made love to my lady and left, our good mother, seeing the bees buzzing around her arms, asked if they were so attractive to bees ever earlier?" (Nar.55:l-3). In the desert-tract, the wayfarers were put to difficulty as the old paths beside the thorn trees were hidden by the dust raised by the tusker kicking the earth with its feet (Nar.302:7-9). The maid requested the hero to avoid coming by night along the jungle-path haunted by the wild-elephant (Aink.282:4-5). The hero left the heroine, in order to earn wealth from abroad, unmindful of the hazardous path difficult to traverse in summer (Kali. 150:16).
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